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Sent via 1J.S. First Class Mail and Certified Mail Return Receipt Requested

March 31,2015 91 7108 2133 3934 8749k L1997
Chief Robert Warren

Coventry Fire District

571 Washington Street

Coventry, RI 02816

RE: Paul Labbadia
Dear Chief Watren:

Enclosed please find an invoice in the amount of $80,497.08, which reflects
Coventry Fire District’s (CFD) cost for the contributions plus interest to be paid for
Mr. Labbadia’s service credit for his employment from 2009 through 2014.

Payment must be made no later than 30 days by direct payment of the acctued past
service liability as set forth in the invoice. If the CFD fails to remit the employer’s
contributions, the unpaid balance will be added to the CFID’s unfunded liability. As
a result, this could cause an increase in the Town’s future contribution rates in order
to satisfy this funding requirement.

‘Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Enclosure

Cc: Paul Labbadia
John J. DeSimone, Esq.
Robert Catalfamo, Tax Collector, Coventry Fire District

50 Service Avenue 2" Floor, Warwick, R 02886-1021 (401) 462-7600 Fax: {401) 462-7691

E-Mail: ersri@ersri.org Web Site: www.ersri.org



Employees Retirement System of Rhode Island
50 Service Avenue

Warwick, Rhode Island 02886-1021

Telephone: (401) 462-7600/ Fax: (401) 462-7691
In-State Toll Free: (800) 752-8088
TDD: (401) 521-8980 Employer share

Web Site: www.ersri.org
Frank J. Karpinski, Executive Director

INVOICE

Staternent Date: Payment Due Date*:

Coventry Fire District
571 Washington Street 3/30/15 4/30/15
Coventry, Rl 02816

Sacial Security Number

TRANSACTION INFORMATION DoLLAR AMOUN
Code / Description of Service / Dates / Amount of Time to be Purchased S e

Employer share of contributions for Paul Labbadia from 2009-2014

Total Time = 6 Years 0 Months 0 Days

For ERSRI office use only Cost to Purchase $ 80’497{)8

Interest Due, if any

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $ 80,497.08

*If you do not provide payment by the due date, interest charges must be recomputed. ERSRI will only
compute interest charges once a year, so it is advisable that you send your check by the due date to avoid a
delay.

Checks should be made payable to "Employees Retirement System."

SERVICE LEGEND

30 Prior State Service 36 Educational Leave

31 Prior Teaching Service 37 Personal Leave

32 Prior Municipal Service/Participating 38 Out-of-State Teaching Service
33 Prior Municipal Service/Non-Participating39 39 in-State Teaching Service

34 Military Service 40 Miscellaneous

35 Sick Leave 41 Withdrawals

Employees Retirement System, 50 Service Avenue, Warwick, Rhode Island 02886
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Sent via U.S. First Class Mail and Certified Mail Return Receipt Requested

March 31, 2015 91 7188 2133 3934 829k kL1AD
John J. DeSimone, Esq.

DeSimone Law Offices

735 Smith Street

Providence, RT 02908

RE: Paul Labbadia — Call System Service Credit

Dear Attorney DeSimone:

I am writing with respect to the above matter to inform you of the Employees’
Retitement System of Rhode Island’s (ERSRI) actions to be taken given a
determination made by North Providence Mayor Chatles Lombardi regarding the

communication you provided on Mr. Labbadia’s behalf from prior members of the
North Providence Call Fire Department.

Call System Service Credix

Please be advised that with all information for service credit, ERSRI relies on the
information provided by employers to be complete and valid. 1f a subsequent
conflict/question with information is presented to ERSRI on any prior
correspondence or data, we will request confirmation from the originating employer.

Accordingly, we received a response from Mayor Lombardi confirming that the final
factual determination of Call System service is that Mr. Labbadia served from
January 22, 1982 through August 31, 1989. The basis for their decision as noted in
their response letter of February 12, 2015 is that (1) the Town of North Providence
rules and regulations both in print and in practice did not allow anyone to serve as a
member of the Call System prior to age 16 and that Mr. Labbadia turned 16 on
January 22, 1982; (2) their records cleatly reflect that in July 1982 Mr. Labbadia
received his first remuneration as documented within the records they provided to
our office; (3) statements to the effect that Mr. Labbadia may have been in the
station with family prior to age 16 are irtelevant to qualification for eligible service
time.

In light of the determination made by the employer, Mr. Labbadia was not eligible to
purchase call system service credit from 1980-1981 and thus 1t will be necessary to
remove that year from his total years of service yielding him 19 years 3 days of

50 Service Avenue 2™ Floor, Warwick, Rl 02886-1021 (401) 462-7600 Fax: (401) 462-7691

E-Mail: ersri@ersri.org Web Site: www.ersri.org
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setvice credit and thereby rendering him ineligible for a service retirement from the
Town of North Providence Fire Depattment in April 2007.

Pepsion Benefits from North Providence Fire Department

Mz. Labbadia started collecting a retirement benefit from MERS in April 2007,
which has since been suspended. As noted, since he was not eligible to collect a
pension benefit at that time due to the reduction in setvice credit no longer making
him eligible, it will be necessary for Mr. Labbadia to refund the total amount he
recetved in pension benefits through his date of termination from employment with
the Coventry Fire District. The total amount paid to Mr. Labbadia that will need to
be recouped is $51,711.65.

Retirement Contributions

Given that Mr. Labbadia has been regularly employed by the Coventry Fire District
(CFD) as Chief since February 20, 2008, it will be necessary pursuant to RIGL §45-
21-8 that he be considered an active member of the Municipal Employees
Retitement System (MERS) during his employment with CFD. Accordingly,
membets are required by RIGL §45-21-41 to contribute to the retitement system and
pursuant to RIGL §45-21-42, the employer must also make contributions on the
members behalf.

The enclosed bill reflects the amount of contributions Mr. Labbadia would have paid
including the accrued interest had contributions been deducted from his
compensation starting at his date of hire. Using Mt. Labbadia’s contract at a starting
salary of $70,000 and an assumed 2.5% increase in pay per year, Mr. Labbadia would
owe contributions of $37,161.49 plus accrued interest of $7,468.97.

The employer’s cost, Coventry Fire District, for Mr. Labbadia’s service credit is
computed at full actuarial cost, less Mr. Labbadia’s contributions plus interest. This
amounts to $80,497.08. Coventry Fire District’s bill will be sent to the District under
separate cover.

" Pension Revocation

Please be advised that pursuant to the Rhode Island Public Employee Pension
Revocation and Reduction Act should Mr. Labbadia be convicted of or plead guilty

50 Service Avenue 2™ Floor, Warwick, Rl 02886-1021 (401) 462-7600 Fax: (401) 462-7691
E-Mail: ersri@ersri.org Web Site: WWW,eTsri,org
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ot nolo contendere to any crime related to his public employment, the retirement
boatd shall at that time consider revocation of his pension.

I trust that this information clarifies the required actions on the part of ERSRI.
Should you wish to discuss any of these actions, please feel free to contact me.

‘Thank you.

Sincerely, M‘A\éé_\

Executive Director

Enclosure

ce: Mr. Paul Labbadia A1 7108 2133 3934 829k k173

Chief Robert Warren, Coventry Fire District

Robert Catalfamo, Tax Collector, Coventry Fire District

Charles A. Lombardi, Mayor and Public Safety Officer, Town of North
Providence

Chief Leonard Albanese, North Providence Fire Department

50 Service Avenue 2™ Floor, Warwick, Rl 02886-1021 (401) 462-7600 Fax: (401) 462-7691
E-Mail: ersrif@ersri.org Web Site: WWW.CISH.org
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Employees Retirement System of Rhode Island
50 Service Avenue

Warwick, Rhode Island 02886-1021

Telephone: (401) 462-7600/ Fax: (401) 462-7691
In-State Toll Free: (800) 752-8088

TDD: (401) 521-8980

Web Site: www.ersri.org

Frank J. Karpinski, Executive Director

INVOICE
Statement Date: Payment Due Date™:
RPaul Labbadia
3/30/15 4/30/15
Coventry, Rl 02816
Social Security Number
TRANSACTION INFORMATION e oL ’ DOLLAR AMOUNT

Code / Description of Service / Dates / Amount of Time to be Purchased

Employee contributions for employment with the Coventry Fire District
from 2009 —-2014.

Total Time = 6 Years 0 Months 0 Days

For ERSRI office use only Cost 1o Purchase $ 37, l 6] 49

interest Due, if any 7,468.97

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $ 44,630.40

*“If you do not provide payment by the due date, interest charges must be recomputed. ERSRI will only
compute interest charges once a year, so it is advisable that you send your check by the due date to avoid a
delay.

Checks should be made payable fo "Employees Retirement System.”

SERVICE LEGEND
30 Prior State Service 36 Educational Leave
31 Prior Teaching Service 37 Personal Leave
32 Prior Municipal Service/Participating 38 Out-of-State Teaching Service
33 Prior Municipal Service/Non-Participating39 39 In-State Teaching Service
34 Military Service 40 Miscellaneous
35 Sick Leave 41 Withdrawals

Employees Retirement System, 50 Service Avenue, Warwick, Rhode (sland 02886
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TOWN OF STATE OF
NORTH PROVIDENCE RHODE ISLAND
CHARLES LOMBARDI
Mayor

QFFICE OF THE MAYOR
2000 Smich Streec
North Providence, RI1 0291}
Phone 232-0900
Fax 232-3434

Sent via Email and First Class Mail

Frank Karpinski
Executive Director
Employees Retirement System of Rhode Istand

February 12, 2015
Dear Director Karpinski,

This communication is to confirm that the final factual determination of Call System Credit for Paul
Labbadia is that he served from January 22, 1982 through August 31, 1989 for a total of 7 years and 7
months. Therefore, he was only eligible to purchase 2 years of service credit.

State Law 45-21.2-16 entitles members of the North Providence Fire Department Call System to
purchase service credits on a 3 years served for 1 year of credit scale. The Town of North Providence
rutes and regulations both in print and by practice did not allow anyone to serve as a member of the Calil
System prior to age 16. Mr. Labbadia turned 16 on January 22, 1982 and the records clearly reflect that
in July of 1982 he received his first remuneration as documented within the records.

In reference to the emails sent on Mr. Labbadia’s behalf, they have no bearing on the actual time
served. Statements to the effect that Mr. Labbadia may have been in the station with family prior to
age 16 are irrelevant to qualification for eligible service time,

Furthermore, after a Pre Suspension Hearing of Post-Retirement Benefits was held on December 18,
2014, the Town of North Providence terminated all post retirement benefits including COLA and heaith
insurance because it has been factually determined that he was ineligible for these benefits.

Very truly yours

AL L
Chbrted X Lorhbafdi,

Mayar and Public Safety Director

Copies:

Vincent Ragosta, Esqg. Labor counsel

Leonard A. Albanese Jr., Chief, North Providence Fire Department
Anthony Gallone, Esq. Town Solicitor
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50 Service Avenue 2™ Floor, Warwick, Rl 02886-1021

Employees’ Retiren
of Rhode Island

ient System

Sent Via U.S. First Class Mail and Email: mlanni@northprovidencedi.gov

February 11, 2015

Mayor Chatles Lombardi, Director of Public Safety
North Providence Fire Department

1951 Mineral Spring Avenue

Notth Providence, RT 02904

RE: Paul Labbadia
Dear Honorable Mayor Lombardi:

We ate writing to seek a final determination from you with respect to Mr. Paul -
Labbadia’s time period for setvice with the North Providence Fire
Department Call System.

As you are aware Paul Labbadia retired from the Noxth Providence Fire
Depatiment (NPFD) in Aptil 2007 with 20 years of service. The 20 years of
setvice was attained through 17 years of contributing service and 3 years of
Call System time. Mr. Labbadia purchased Call System setvice credit
putsuant to Rhode Island General Law §45-21.2-16 based on the information
provided by the NPFD which stated that he had been a member of the North
Providence Call System from January 1979 until August 1989. As you know,
the NPFD recently provided ERSRI with documentation that indicates there
were no records available for review from 1980 and 1981 from which to
confirm service of Mr. Labbadia during that time and therefore he did not
have the required 9 years of Call Time that enabled him to purchase the 3
years of setvice credit which allowed him to retire in 2007. Below is a list of
the information received by the Employees’ Retirement Systern of Rhode
Island (ERSRI) from the NPFD from May 1996 through November 2014:

e November 11, 2014
Letter and spreadsheet of official department records from Chief
Albanese indicating that Mr. Labbadia setved on the NPFD Call
System from July 1, 1982 through August 31, 1989 and that the
information in the letter from Chief Catanzaro in 2001 to ERSRI
was not supported by the Department tecords.

{401) 462-7600 Fax: (401) 462-7691

E-Mail: ersri@ersei.org Web Site: wwweersel.ore
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Novermber 11, 2014

Email and attachments including official North Providence Fire
Department Call System Remuneration records from July 1, 1975
through August 30, 1989 from Chief Albanese. This information
included teveals Paul Labbadia’s remuneration received only from
January 1, 1982 through August 30, 1989.

November 24, 2014

Letter with copies of station records from Chief Albanese clarifying
discrepancies and indicating his findings upon teview of their call
system service records for Paul Labbadia as records repotted in
1996 consistent with time served and that the compensation
amounts wete inaccurate. He indicated that the letter from Chief
Catanzaro from 2001 contained information which was not
consistent with the department records.

Februatry 5, 2001
Letter from NPFD Chief Steven Catanzaro indicating Paul
Labbadia was a member of the Call System from January 1979

through August 31, 1989 and that the compensation was a flat
$500.

Verification of Prior/Probationary Time form signed by the
Finance Director dated May 1, 1996 indicating dates of 1/1/82
through 12/31/89 as Call Time.

Recently, Mr. Labbadia’s attorney, John J. DeSimone, Esq. submitted
statements to ERSRI from prior members of the North Providence Volunteer
Fire Department/Nozth Providence Fire Department Call System, each
providing their recollection of their association with Mr. Labbadia beginning

in 1980

They are enclosed for your teview.

* Email dated January 5 from Vincent Matrumalo
° Letter dated January 12, 2015 from Donald Martone
° Letter dated January 5, 2015 from John C. Wheeler

In all instances, where ERSRI relies on the employer to provide information
such as a retirement system member’s salary, compensation, dates of hixe,

50 Service Avenue 2™ Floor, Warwick, Rl 02886-1021 (401) 462-7600 Fax: (401} 462-7691

E-Mail: ersrifiPersri ore Weh Sifer wunw ereri nro
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status of employment, etc., ERSRI accepts the information provided by the
employer as true and accurate unless other conflicting information is received
in which case the employer is asked to weight the conflicting information and
make a final determination.

In this matter, ERSRI is in receipt of conflicting information regarding Cal/
Systens Credit for Mr. Labbadia dusing 1980 and 1981 as described above.

We request that you kindly review the enclosed documentation submitted to
ERSRI by Attorney DeSimone, weigh the conflicting information, and
provide us with a final factual determination.

We look forward to yous prompt response.

W««é’é\

Sincegely,

Prank J. Karpinski
Executive Director

Enclosures
Ce:  JohnJ. DeSimone, Fsq. jjd@desimonelaw.net

Paul Labbadia
Chief Leonard A. Albanese, Jr. firechief@northprovidencerigov

50 Service Avenue 2™ Floor, Warwick, RI 02886-1021 (401) 462-7600 Fax: {401) 462-7691

F-Mail: preriffereri are Weah Sifas v areei arer
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12015 Vesizon | MyVerizon 2.0] Verizon Messags Center - Chief Paul Labbada

" verizan

Verizon Message Center

From
T

Subject:Chief Paul Labbadia

Monday, Jan 5 at 9:01 AM

To Whom ltMay Concem,

| hava followed the evenis surrounding Chief Paul Labbadia in the news, and | feel compeliled to assistin the
quest for the truth. Iretired as a Deputy Chieffrom The Cransion Fire Departmentin 2009 after 27 years of service.
Prior to that, | was a volunteer/eall firefighter in the Town of North Providence from early 1978 through the spring of
1982. 1 don't think ) could swear to, or prove the exact dates of my tenure, as record keeping then was notwhatitis
now. lassume thatfo be the case with Chief Labbadia as well, so | wil} fry to help with your imeline.

Duiing my time with the NPFD, | can recalf Chief Labbadia being atthe station and parlicipating in drills and other
activities that all the other firefighters did. Unfortunately, itis impossible to give exact daies, butl can say with
certainty that his tenure goes back some time prior to January of 1981. 1know this because my father passed away
on January 11,1981 while fwas en duty. Chief Labbadiawas one of my fellow firefighters who was there for me at

thattime and helped me throughit. Jam sure he was involved in the FD for some time prior to this event, butitis
difficult fo say how fong.

For whatitis worth, | feel thai wiih the word of ca-workers like myself who remember Chief Labbadia’s earliest
public service, to the Chief, Mayor, and Town Council who approved his refirement papers, that this weuld be

enough proof for you to confinue fo honer his reirement benefits as speifed outin the confract under which he
refired.

Thank You,

North Providence, R1 02911
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January 5, 2015

To Whom It May Concerm:

I am writing this lefter on behalf of Paul Labbadia formerly of the North Providence Fire
department.

My name is John Wheeler. 1began with the North Providence Fire Depariment in 1880
as a volunteer. |1 was introduced to Paul during my first fraining session in January of
that year. | completed my fraining in 1981 and subsequently joined the North
Providence Fire Depariment Call System.

| served with Paul during my time on the call system. We were eventually appointed to
the newly developed permanent department in 1989. We developed a professional as
well as personal relationship during this time. Paul proved to be a great firefighter and |
had the privilege of working with him untit his retirement from the North Providence Fire
department.

John C. Wheeler
Retired Director of Safety and Training
North Providence Fire Department



REDACTE

January 12, 2015

To Whom [t May Concern: '

| have known Paul Labbadia since 1980 when he was a Junior Member of the Centerdale Fire
Department. He was always there with his father, Chief Carmine Labbadia and his two older
brothers, Michael and Larry.

When I was transferred to Station 2 in Fruit Hill to be Distriot Chief, he came 1o the First Aid and

CPR training classes which was given by myself and Capt. Pat Ruggiano. Paul also attended
our firefighting drifls.

If any further information e néeded, please feel free {0 contact me.,

Sincerely,
Rcnaid iagiii
ohnston, RI 02919
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From: Kerri [mailto: kat@desimonelaw.net)

Sent: Tuesday, January 13, 2015 2:02 PM

To: Karpinski, Frank

Cc: jid@desimonelaw.net

Subject: Letters re On Call Service for Paul Labbadia

Dear Mr. Karpinski,

In response to your letter dated November 21, 2014, attached please find correspondence from John Wheeler, Retired
Director of Safety & Training, North Providence Fire Department and Vincent Matrumalo supporting Mr. Labbadia’s call
service prior to 1981.

Very Truly Yours,

John J. DeSimone, Esquire

0, _!Ii!ff?-:ﬁﬂ This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is active.
gl




From: Kerri [mailto:kat@desimonelaw.net]

Sent: Friday, January 16, 2015 11:11 AM

To: Karpinski, Frank

Subject: Letters re On Call Service for Paul Labbadia

Dear Mr. Karpinski,

in follow-up to the letters from Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Matrumal that my office emailed on Tues., January 13, 2015,
attached please find a letter from Donald Martone.

Thank you

From: Kerri [mailto;kat@desimonelaw.net]

Sent: Tuesday, January 13, 2015 2:02 PM

To: 'Frank Karpinski {fkarpinski@ersri.org)’

Cc: 'fjd@desimonelaw.net’

Subject: Letters re On Call Service for Paul Labbadia

Dear Mr. Karpinski,

In response to your letter dated November 21, 2014, attached please find correspondence from John Wheeler, Retired
Director of Safety & Training, North Providence Fire Department and Vincent Matrumalo supporting Mr. Labbadia’s call
service prior to 1981,

Very Truly Yours,

John J. DeSimone, Esquire

.__---..‘?._;_j:l‘i/‘:‘%%tg This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is active.
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